special report

Mixed
emotions

Mixed drink sales may have taken a dive since the Government's
controversial tax increase, but has it done anything to curb
teenage binge drinking? GILBERT GARDINER investigates.

on ready-to-drink alcohol

mixers may have slowed liquor
store sales but not teenage binge
drinking.

Cellarbrations Berwick manager
Sunny Singh says his business has
experienced a noticeable downturn in
mixed-drink sales.

“Spirit sales have almost doubled in
the past month, our bottled soft drink
has increased too.

“Customers are looking for
alternatives such as bottled spirits and
beer,” he says.

The Federal Government has
legislated a 70 per cent excise increase
on pre-mixed drinks.

The tax hike is forecast to earn the
Government more than $3 billion, of
which $53 million would go towards a
national strategy to tackle binge
drinking.

LaTrobe Liberal MP Jason Wood says
the move is nothing more than a “tax
grab” and won’t do anything to curb
binge drinking.

“The ones feeling the pinch are those

LEGISLATION to increase taxes

in their 30s and 40s who are
accustomed to buying mixed drinks
after work,” he says.

“If the Government directs most of
the money raised to crime prevention,
youth programs, education and
preventative measures across the board

‘The ones feeling the pinch are
those in their 30s and 40s who
are accustomed to buying mixed
drinks after work.’

I would support it, but it doesn't, it
goes into government revenue.

“The ones it’s meant to target will go
into shops and find alternatives.”

Holt Labor MP Anthony Byrne is
tight-lipped on the issue, saying only
that he believes the tax is the first step
towards combating teenage binge
drinking.

The issue of binge drinking was
brought to light in January this year
when now celebrity-of-sorts party boy
Corey Worthington hosted a house
party in Narre Warren which

attracted more than 500 people.

At the same time police across the
south-east were faced with
out-of-control parties on a weekly
basis.

Acting Senior Sergeant Robert
Madeley of Narre Warren police says
one way to deter unacceptable
behaviour is to register parties with
police.

“People that register their parties
tend to be responsible and are rarely a
problem,” he says.

“Knowing about these parties allows
us to focus on serious collisions and
domestic disputes which are problem
in Casey.”

U-NOME Security specialises in a
personalised approach to event
security using only women.

Managing director and former

policewoman of 12 years Naomi
Oakley says the advantage of having a
female presence is employing
communication and negotiation skills
as opposed to brute force.

Oakley has responded to hundreds
of out-of-control parties involving
gatecrashers, under-age drinking,
scuffles and noise complaints.

“Protecting teenagers with security
staff and stringent crowd control
measures is important because
underage parties are a time bomb
ready to explode,” Ms Oakley says.

“Young adults prefer to drink things
that look great, that are convenient to
carry and that are trendy.”

As the night progresses and friends
start mixing each others’ drinks the
alcohol to mix ratio increases, which
eventually means a “legless finish”.

Top: A fall in sales of
alcopops has been felt
following a marked increase
in taxes on pre-mixed drinks.
Above: Crowd controller
Naomi Oakley has responded
to hundreds of out-of-
control parties which
involved underage drinking.
Picture: Wayne Hawkins
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World Class Billiard Table Manufacturers Est. Since 1976
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OVER 40 TABLES
ON DISPLAY .

Renovations, Recloths & Removalists
Custom Made Designs (Create your own look)

Largest Manufacturer

in Victoria

L | Australian Made

Family business for 31 Years
DANDENONG SOUTH Cnr Sth Gippsland Hwy & Round Tower Rd.
Ph: 9791 5100 www.astrabilliards.com.au

Skin Rejuvenation
Peels $99

(Normally $135)

Berwick Specialist Suites,

NOW ON!
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We offer a comprehensive range of skin
diagnosis and clinical skincare procedures
that are non- invasive and intended to
improve overall skin health and appearance.

 Acne skin treatments

e Anti-Aging skin treatments

— ¢ Rosacea skin treatments

¢ Sun damaged skin treatments

Advanced Eye
Treatments $88

(Normally $121)

ADVERTISEMENT
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in your local region.

The following services are available in the beautiful Berwick Specialist Suites
e Anti-wrinkle injections

o Dermal fillers
e Lip enhancement
e Skin consultations

All our skin treatments are performed by a highly trained dermal clilnician with 15
- years experience within the medical & paramedical aesthetic industry. Anti-wrinkle
injections performed by highly experienced cosmetic nurse. Call us to ask for more
information or book for a complimentary skin consultation.

Medical grade
Microdermabrasion
$80 (Normally $146)

Phone: 9709 6666 Mobile: 0402 984 786
Level 1, 50 Kangan Drive, Berwick 3806 E-mail: skintherapist@hotmail.com

Do you need help
to stay at home?

Commonwealth Carelink Centres
Freecall™ 1800 052 222*
www.commcarelink.health.gov.au
Would you like information about the wide range of community
care programs and services available to help you stay at home?
Call Freecall™ 1800 052 222* or visit one of the Commonwealth
Carelink Centres around Australia to get information about services

* Calls from mobile phones are charged at applicable rates

Anti-wrinkle

injections @
$16 per unit
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Healthy Life

Natural Health Food Stores

Yo Local W Mé Aore

Healthy Life Narre Warren opens its door with humble
beginnings, friendly sales consultants and Naturopath, with
fantastic sale promotions for the residents of both Narre
Warren and Berwick. Located at shop 11, 6 Rebound Court

(Near Narre Warren railway station),

we are open six days a week from 10am till 6pm.

OUR RANGE OF PRODUCTS INCLUDE:
e Organic and bulk Whole foods L
A wide selection of vitamins and mineral supplements ‘
 Natural beauty products e Gluten, dairy and wheat-free foods
e Sports nutrition and supplements ¢ Aromatherapy products
e Herbal teas ¢ Enviromental-friendly cleaning products e im
e Books and gifts ¢ In-store Naturopath/Homeopath —

WHY SHOP AT HEALTHY LIFE

NARRE WARREN?

Because we take pride that besides being 100% Australian
owned, you will not find any other retail health food store
in the state of Victoria treating our customers loyalty by
rewarding them with special sale discounts and gift vouchers
when they sign up club membership for FREE!

The special discounts are on an ongoing basis and not just a marketing gimmick!
WE HAVE THE FOLLOWING SPECIAL DISCOUNTS:
* 20% on Magic Mondays (1st Monday) and Thrifty Thursdays (3rd Thursday)
every month for club members only.
* 5% discount every day for club members only
*» 15% discount every day for gym members in Narre Warren and Berwick
* 10% discount for Senior members every day
Also we have a Gift Voucher booklet worth $300 for free to club members only.
So come along into our store and be empowered by our great sales team and
Naturopath for your healthy lifestyle!

Shop 11/6 Rebound Court, Narre Warren
(Near Narre warren Railway Station)

T 8786 5665

email: hl.narrewarren@bigpond.com
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